Experimental evidence now indicates a number of unstable mesons of "strangeness" 0. Two 
4=O, the 2m decay would violate parity conservation; since such a violation can only be condoned for the weak interactions, a situation which would lead to much too long a lifetime for this state, we may, for the purposes of the following considerations, regard this as an absolute selection rule. On the other hand, in the case of a particle of J'=1, T=O, 2n decay is forbidden only by virtue of the conservation of G parity (as is also the case for the 3m decay for J =0, T=0). This conservation law is an expression of the expectation that the strong interactions are invariant with respect to "reflection in charge space. " Such charge symmetry is, of course, a special aspect of the requirement of charge independence (isotopic spin conservation) for the strong interactions. The selection rules for the decay of excited mesonic states are summarized in Table I 
